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Silence—For the Present.

There is a beautiful custom whizh
decrees silence in the presence of the
dead. It matters not who the man
was, or what he did, or how he died;
when he has passed away there is an
awe that seizes us, and an instinetive
reverence for the clay that was once
man.

The catastrophes in Oklahoma and
at Harrisburg are paralyzing to the
mind. It may be proper at another
time to say something regarding the
respensibility for the human loss at
Harrisburg. For the present, sym-
pathy for the bereaved should dis-
place other thoughis.

Public Opinion.

Public opinion is generally a matter
of slow growth and quiet develop-
ment, though its expression is occa-
sionally sudden, violent, and noisy;
it is more than and different from the
mere aggregate of a majority of in-
dividual judgments; it is not only
a composite reproduction of the lights
and shades of pure reason in a com-
munity, but it partakes of and re-
flects the moral, racial, and economnic
conditions of a people.

Persistent over long periods of
time, public opinion is the common
law; whereas, statutes are generally
the more or less temporary expres-
sions of immediate needs modifying
the main, general current, and adapt-
ing it to changed conditions. But
there is another, more restricted, and
‘usual meaning to this term, under
which it denotes a general consensus
of opinion regarding methods of ad-
ministration and policy not reducibis
to rules and statutes, but affecting
the attitude of individuals, and sery-
ants of the public, toward the execu-
tion of common and statute laws.

In this latter sense, public opinion
is worthy of the most careful study
of all of us. The man does not live
who can afford to neglect it, for if it
be a righteous and rightful move-
ment of thought and feeling it will
ride over him if he ignores it: it will
batter him to a shapeless jelly if he
opposes it on the other hand, if the
moqut _hg Ficious- i}:: -raerals or
illogica. ixfaﬁs thought structure, it
is one’s duty to expose its inherent
wegakness and oppose its tendencies.
The public man must meet the tide
of public opinion; and here, as else-
where, the reward of bravery, even
mistaken bravery, is great—but the
ultimate result is inevitable: Right-
ful, righteous public opinion always
will prevail.

Here is where the distinction arises
between the statesman and the poli-
tician; this is the line of cleavage be-
tween the two: the statesman origi-
nates, guides, and directs public opin-
ion along the lines of inherent jus-
tice and practical common sense to-
ward the goal of race and national ad-
vancement, regardless of personal
prejudice, and individual affiliations;
whereas, the mere politician always
has his ear to the ground, is swayved
and tossed by considerations of per-
sonal gain and loss, and sooner or
later is drowned by the rising of the
tide which he has mistaken fora mere
surface wave.

The expression of public opinion
is a safety-vaive to the public con-
science, and a wise engineer will heed
its warning signal; he will allow for
reducing the pressu will temper the
fires that urge its rise, and examine
the machine to see that all is sound.
The very worst thing to be done is
to attempt to choke the safety-yalve;
that may dispense with the annoy-
ance of the e but the
strous.

steam,

we have than fly to others that weé
know not of is a coward, though he
be as cultivated as Hamlet and per- |
sonally as beautiful and attractive as |
he. i

tions, for it imposes upon the activi-
ties of the youthful generation thej
staid demeanor and stiff joints of
age. Youth must be up and doing!
or it will lack the bone and sinew to
preserve a hale old age. To the old
the country may trust the conserva-
tion of what has been proved of good
report, what has already been won;
but the nation and the race demand
of the youthful generation, not only
that what has been won shall be re-
tained, but that further conquests be
made and new freedom acquired.

Stealing Our Girl-Type.

We are more closely bound to the
English than we thought. Not in
diplomaecy alcne, or in speech, or in
the cuffs of our trousuhs, or in the
broad “a,” cor in that cawking game,
Crick’t, Damme, but in the Briton’s
characteristic toast, “To th' Ladies,
God Bless 'Em;” and the hearty Brit-
isher has reciprocated by stealing the
feminine type of our magazine illus-
trations.

Pick up the London Graphic—the
issue has just come ovuh, don’t
y'know. It will open of itself at a
picture of “A Fair Motorist.” And
there she is, our own dear, impossi-
ble, unanatomical, expensive, indis-
pensable, extremely charming, and al-
together aggravating American girl.
She is not supposed to be American,
No, indeed. She is supposed to' be
British from the dashboard of her car
to the last wave of her tally-ho veil.
But she is American, as sure as eggs
is eggs.

First, she is nine feet tall,

Second, scorn for ail mankind lurks
behind her ssmile.

Third, she has a chin like one of
those ladies whom Burne-Jones and
Rosetti used to paint in stained-glass
attitudes.

Fourth, she is a mere sketch—our
American artists would die rather
than debase their art by finishing
anything.

Fifth, she is, all things considered,
mighty flne to took upon.

And, lastly, the human edition from
which that picture was modeled
makes the heart thump with recoilec-
tions of evening strolls over the hills
of Maryland, or the rciling farms of
Virginia, or the pine-covered knolls
of the Southland, or the stony pas-
tures of New England, or the broad
prairies of Kansas, or heaven knows
where else—they are all lovely, and
American men could not do without
them, not for a moment.

We wonder that John Bull should
have stolen the illustration. At best
Mr. Gibson, Mr. Christy, Mr. Clay,
Mr. Crosby, and the rest of that dash-
ing (and thrifty) band of pen and
ink can only distort a creatiire who
is all sweetness and grace in the origi-
nal.

Hard features every bungler can com-
mand;

Te draw true beauty shows the master's
hand.

But we do not quarrel with the
Britisher on that account. He is wel-
come to the illustration. We intend

to keep the girls.

The Patterson Case.

The release of Nan Patterson is a
relief to the public. The State had
two gpportunities to establish its case
against her, and it failed. Her release
is the only decent action to take, un-
der the circumstances, and the State‘si
attorneys, the Commonwealth, and
the public at iarge are to be congratu-
lated.

In Kepilworth there are two greetings
these day “How do you do?’ and
““How do you do the poelroom?”

It iz noticed that, since Dowle put
a mortgage on his lace factory last
month, he's quit stringing up so many

pecple,

Julic Gso

0, a Mexican, is in Kansas
City to les h to conduct a meat
packing concern. Canada is where he
can get the information,

Charges of graft have caused duels in
Havana, which proves that Cuba is not
yet Americanized.

w

Conservatism.

Conservatism is the inertia of the
mind that marks the well-deserved
rest x‘(;i!c*.vmg upon a youth of
thoughtful activity and endeavor. This
is the normal and correct meaning of
the word, and in this = the most
violent and radical men of forty years
ago are today cur standard-bearers of
conservatism. They have worked out
the problems of their day, and it is
with mingled surpr and indigna-
tion that they recognize any stirring
of the youthful blood of the country,
any demand for a new solution of

nse

the problem of social existence. As|
“Things and men move |

Bacon said:
violently to their places,
them."”

But there is another use of
word conservatism that marks its
cowardly abuse. h

easily ir

Men who have done
nothing for the advancement of the
race, who have accepted the sacrifices
of the'r forefathers, supine'y benefit
by present conditions
carry the good work forwurd., Of
such Hamlet was the type, and that
tragedy is as true of world-politics as
it is of world-thought and feeling; the
mag who would rather bear those ilis

rather than

ator Platt {s learning the close re-
;5.'3'.1;1;-.1“»«- between a love letter and a
| check for $35
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have made |

result in the disgrace and recall of |
Rogestvensky by the Czar.

After talk
ment's depar
tary Ta <

ng the local govern-
)L oratory, Secre-

allroad men that
- the position of de-

The report that Castroc keeps himself
drugged all the time encourages the
hcpe that some time he may wake up.

ington dur- |
convince the
@

s to put out

|
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H 3 ('-nn;—'
B 1 enough rail-|
timony it Is hard work trying
i to forget more than 5,00 pages
A Philadelphia paper says there is

“much latent ability in this country.”
In Philadelphla it all gess to the gas-

weorks,

o a4 man named Carpegie
o kill a Unlted St mar-
Andrew’s attack on dukes has de-
wralized the whole femily,

lierhert Bowen is forced to admit thnt
the Presidential party exhibited all the
discretion of tral:ued diplemats in avoid-
ing Omaha and Mae Wood.

In this sense, conservatism is the!
dry-rot and premature decay of na-§
{
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RAILROAD MEN
AT WHITE HOUSE

Hero of the Merrimac and His Prospective Bride, Whose Marriage Will Take Place in Tuxedo Park on May 2s.
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loenfal Dames. Mr, He

Good things, like trouble, never come
singly, and today there are a number | Shaw have ret
of important events to engage soclety.| Massachusetts
Mrs. Roosevelt’'s tea at t White | spent in New

Secretary of the Treasury and Mrs. ed law £
ned to their home in| Tyjane University, and

enue after a few days | railroads.

; . : iliness. | in New York, and the
House from 5 to 7 o'ciock this after-| tirely recovered from her recent iliness, anq-:i-ﬂ’t m..‘h' ind th
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May Holds Commission
At President’s Pleasure

|Document So Reads, and He Can Withhold

it Until He Can Personally Transmit
it to the Executive.

e e e e e

Army officers are much interested in
the controversy in the District Na-
tional Guard over General Harrles' dis-
bandment of the First Regiment and
the discharge of Colonel May, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Ross, and Chaplain Meyer.

N2 protest has been madc to the War
Department by the discharged oflicers,
but it is said that the uéstion may
come up before the President. This is
becausz it is positively shown that the
comm.ssion held by Colonel May, as are
all colonels’ commissions for the Dis-
triet National Guard, provides feor the
retention in offics of the holder *‘dur-
irz the President’s pleasure.”

A paragraph in the commission is as
foilows:

*“This commigsion to continue in force
during the pleasure of the President of
the United Btates fof the time being.”

“3. is pointed out that Colonel May
n legally hold to his ground of re-
fusing to give up %'s comunission imtil
he can personally send it to the Presi-
dent. Should that be done, then the

dispute can be brougnt directly to the
attent of the Executive o is the
commmander-in-chief eof the District ha-
tional Guard

Army offf

rs with knowledge of mil-
itary law say the mustéring cut of thé
First Regiment does not inveive Gen=
eral Harries' rank as brigadier gen-
eral. 3
“For,” sald one of them today, “vou
might just as well say tnat General

Bliss, of the T coliege not a
brigadicr general. He is 1 in come-
mand of a brigade., and the same is

true of many oilicers zssigrned to simi-
lar duty. The matter of having come
mand of a brigade is not stipulated by
the law.”

A statute guoted on  tals point |8
section 1713 of military law, as follovs:

“There shall be appointed and can-
mwissione the President” of hLe
United States 2 commanding. general of
the militia of the District of Columia
with the rank cf brigadier general, wio
shail bold office until his successoris
appointed and qualified.”

Shouid Colonel May make & protat
to the ‘War Department it will core
first before General Oliver, the Ass'se
ant Secretary of War, who deals pa-
ticalarly with militia matters.

Drawback for Charity
From Conscience Fund

Writer Says $12,000 Was More Than Four
fold Payment; Asks That Part Be Sent to
Woman Who Nursed Him.

Many queer letters have

mail this morning which surpas
thing on recor-i.

Several weeks ago a contribution ot(one God
312,060, the next to the largest on reec-
ord, was received by Secretary Shaw
and turnd over to Chief Dascuni, of the
letter

public moneys division. The
transmitting this large amount of
money, which was in bills, was dated
at Jersey City.
Drawback for Charity.
This morning the foilowing leiier was
received at the Treasury Department:

“Mr. Secretary Shaw, not long since,

to satisfy my mind I sent you $12,000 in
curancy. I sent you $2,000 thousand more

than Four fold and at the date of this
letter I was pasing through Alvarado

and I get sick and a lady taken care of

me she gave me mediscn care and food i

not with standing she was realy poor
and 1 have don willed every thing I
kave to a yong man to take care of me
untili I Die and have me put a Way

nice. and I want you if you will to

sen this poor lady a little of that money
if you please she is try to school to
little girls one 8 years and the other 10
Adams, Alvardo,

been re-
sd at the Treasury Department in
connection with the “consmeience fund,”
but Secrecary Shaw found one in his
es anhy-

Johnson county, Texas. When you get
this I will be at rest I taken her name
and I want the President to send her
a little donation for her act of charity
in his own name please grant this last
request 1 subscribe my self S
A PENITENT SINNER.
GO(n'ib}’ ¥
One Flag May the Lord take
care of the President My Love to all

_ Not Same Chirography.

The peculiar thing about this letter
is that the handwriting does not com-
pare at all with the few lines transmit-
ting. the big contribution from Jersey
City. It is thought that some ignorant
Westerner or Easterner, badly-in need
cf funds, took this Ete% as a possible
method of securing a lHitle _cash. Of
course, the name of the woeman must
be fictitious.

‘The “penitent sinner” evidently
thought that the Treasury Department
would really send the $2,000 in excess of
the ‘“fourfold payment.”

Of course, Secretary Shaw willy pay
no attention whatever fo the letter.

DROWHNED IN THE CANAL.

SANDY  HILL, N, Y,, May 12.—The
bedy of F. E, Daly, a farmer sixy
vears old, was found in the canal at
Smith’'s Basin. Daly came from Fat
Edward on 2 late train last night aid
started to walk home on the awpathi.
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for appendicitis on April 39, continues
to improve, but owing to the nec
sarily slow process of her convalescence
will be detained in W 1gton indefi- |
ritely. Mrs. Townsend is entirely un-;
decided as to her movements for the
summer, which will depend largely upon ;
the health and wishes of Mi Town- |

send.

parties, and the qguaint country place
will put on its very best air of gavety.
x holders for the » show, to-
tomorrow, include:
s Alice Roosevelt, who will enter-
tain a party of friends; the Secretary
of the Navy and Mrs, M , Mr. and
Mrs. George Lathrop Br: Mr. and
Mrs. Huzh Legare, Dr. Joseph Ander-
son, Arthur D, Addison, Mr. and Mrs. Mr.
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Mrs, W. D. Denegre, of New Orleans,
is spending a month at Stoneleigh
Court.

goon, Mr

Hoebson’s Bride Known Here,

Henry M:
.

Rodgers,

Winslow, Mrs. Edson Pradley was accountidble
., M. and
ench embas-

for the introduction of bHiiss Grizelda
Hull to Washington scc entertain-
ing her last r at Stoneleigh Court
for sever: y : Durl t time
Miss Hull mac rself a pr favorite |
with ail the ient society men and
tal. S a guest

ere 'h\'ii! be ¢
ay of gowns
es of tl
jerior to last

NAGASACKT X
r’j JITOY | yokonama
“LEsnONd | | MY
1ED? i
Lesson
#1P¥°RFE5503 \\\'\\\
MURA :

[ 4
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